Adaptaboots Patentability Assessment

We believe that our company should pursue an utility patent for our product, Adaptaboots, because
the product provides useful function that benefits humanity, and do not infringe on existing patents.
Below are our assessments.

Claim 1

A transformable shoes, comprising of a removable upper skin, consisting of a waterproof, windproof,
breathable fabric, and comprising durable waterproof foam sole, said removable upper skin attached
to soles with a zipper; said removable upper skin closes over wearer’s calves by means of a zipper;
said interchanged at will with differently colored and patterned upper skin.

Claim 2
The removable upper skin of claim 1, wherein said fabric body further comprises folding mechanism
and snap-on closure over said zippers therein for reinforcing water resistance.

Related Patents:

A U.S. patent application exists for a shoe with an extendable heel allowing for the wearer to alternate
between a high heel and a low heel (patent #5,309,651). In addition, a patent application exists for
footwear having interchangeable uppers (patent #5,083,385). The interchangeable upper of the
footwear includes a foot covering adhesive secured to an insole made of flexible, moldable material.
The insole is made of material that has memory and always returns to its original shape.

There are numerous differences between the claims at issue and the prior art. While the first patent
discussed above (#5,309,651) has a transformable component, the transformation only pertains to the
heel of the shoe. In our case, the entire upper bootskin can be removed to transform the shoe into a
pair of flipflops. Furthermore, in the second patent mentioned (#5,083,385), the footwear includes a
foot cover attached adhesively to an insole. Our product differs in that the uppers are detached from
the soles of the shoes by a zipper, and our footwear is not moldable or flexible, but emphasizes
strength and durability.

Argument for Pursuing a Patent:

Adaptaboots are a novel product. While the manufacture of the shoes is not difficult, the product does
not simply represent “ordinary skill”. To our knowledge, there are no products in the market that can
convert between flip flops and boots. The invention is also non-obvious. In order to make our product
more novel, we could add a built-in storage compartment in the soles for the boot skins to increase
portability. We could also increase versatility of Adaptaboots by adding capabilities to transform the
shoes into many different types of shoes, such as low boots, pumps, slippers, or adding adjustable
high heels.

An utility patent for Adaptaboots would greatly benefit our business because this invention leads to an
industrial product, and has the useful function of providing convenience, portability and usability in

all weathers through converting between rainboots and flip flops. Furthermore, the initial investment

to develop Adaptaboots was low, which leads to low entry barriers for future competitors. In order to
protect our company'’s profitability, we must obtain a patent to prevent others from replicating the
idea. Furthermore, a patent should be fairly easy to obtain because Adaptaboots do not fall into any

of the following controversial areas:

Inventions relating to the human genome
Patenting business methods

Patenting computer software

Patenting pharmaceutical inventions
Controversies between invention and discovery





